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to force through the bill at the Saturday's session. A stand
was made by the minority against such precipitate and un-
reasonable legislation on so important a measure. Various
amendments were offered and voted down, but at length,
on Sunday morning, Mr. Sherman offered a substitute
which was adopted. It is in one or two respects less offens-
ive than the House bill, but is still an outrage upon the
Constitution, the rights of the people, and the rights of
the States. Sumner was violent, and Grimes tells me swore
savagely when Sherman's substitute was adopted. He left
the Senate in a rage. Grimes and Sumner, though both
Radicals, are not friends or on speaking terms. Of course
Grimes is enjoying Sumner's disappointment.

Stevens, Boutwell, and the extreme Radicals are as
indignant as Sumner, and will make fight against the bill
in its present shape and likely secure amendments. The
Republicans, though disliking and mistrusting each other
more and more each day, are not yet prepared to break.
There is no shrewd man among the Democrats to take
advantage of or to manage their rising differences or to
lead his own party wisely.

Seward and Stanton confuse and bewilder the mind of
the President, prevent him from pursuing a straightfor-
ward and correct course and from taking and maintaining
a bold, decisive policy. They are weakening the executive
power daily and undermining the constitutional fabric.
Seward acts, as usual, from no fixed principles, but from
mere expediency, his own self-wisdom, not with a design
to injure the President or to help the Radicals. He tries to
resuscitate, vitalize, and perpetuate the old Whig Party
and to undo and destroy the Democratic Party, each for
the glory of Seward. Stanton is deep in the Radical in-
trigues, but contrives to get along with and to use Seward
and his superficial wisdom, and is so far successful as to
keep his place, although the President knows his mischiev-
ous designs and purposes.

The country is in poor legislative hands and the prospect